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1. INTRODUCTION 



 

 

The Indian Presidency warmly welcomes all delegates to the G20 Meeting of 

Agricultural Chief Scientists (MACS) in Varanasi (UP) 

 

 
 

India,  one of the worldõs oldest civilization  and home to 1.4 billion  people,  is an all -embracing land of 
religions, traditions, and customs. The highlig hts of Indian heritage and culture lie in  the treasure 
of its art, architecture, classical dance, music, handicrafts, textiles, flora and  fauna and the 
philosophy of its people.  Indian cuisine in itself  is a legacy, diverse in  appearance, taste,  and flavour 
across states of India.  

 
We welcome all  delegates for  the Meeting of Agricultural  Chief Scientists (MACS) of G20 being held in 
the spiritual  and holy city  of Varanasi (UP) which is also famously known as Kashi-Land of Lord Shiva. 

 
Varanasi City is situated approximately 800 km from New Delhi. There are direct flights from  Indira 

Gandhi International Airport, New Delhi. The city is served by the Lal Bahadur Shastri  International 

Airport, Varanasi and is located on the holy river Ganges. The places vibrates  with rich cultural and 

spiritual heritage and famously referred to as land of Lord Shiva in  Hindu way of life.  
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Varanasi, also known as Benaras and Kashi is situated in the northern Indian state of Uttar  

Pradesh . It is considered a holy city in Hinduism, Buddhism and Jainism. It lies on the banks  

of river Ganges and is located 300 km south east of capital Lucknow. It is known as the most  

ancient city of India and is also referred to as the city of temples. The city is regarded as the  

cultural  and religious capital  of India for  thousands of years. Varanasi is also known for its Lord 

Buddha connection,  as he gave his first  sermon at Sarnath, which is located  near Varanasi. 

 
Varanasi also known as "the city  of lights" and "the city  of learning" is one of the oldest cities  

in the world. Ancient Hindu scriptures also mention th e city and that is the reason it's  

considered a sacred city and an important pilgrimage destination for Hindus. Varanasi was a  

trade Centre two thousand years ago and various commodities were produced and sold here  

such as muslin and silk fabrics, ivory  works, sculptures and perfumes. 

 
The Administrative  Circular intends to provide delegates and participants  with  information 

pertaining to the administrative and logistical arrangements, as well as other  general 

information regarding  the G20 MACS meeting. Delegates will  be notified  via email of any 

changes in the programme elements or any other updated / additional  Information within 

this Administrative Circular is current as of 20 th  March 2023 . The secretariat will notify 

delegates via email should there  be any changes. For further  inquiries and assistance, 

delegates, participants, and  Diplomatic  Mission representatives may contact  the Indian G20 

Secretariat  by writing  to: macs2023@g20.in 
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https://www.mapsofindia.com/uttar-pradesh/
https://www.mapsofindia.com/uttar-pradesh/
https://www.mapsofindia.com/lucknow/
mailto:macs2023@g20.in


 

 
 
 

2. AGENDA 
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Day 0 (Arrival): Sunday, 16th April 2023 

Arrival of all the Delegates 

Day 1: Monday, 17th April 2023 

Meeting Venue: The Darbar Hall, Hotel Taj Ganges Varanasi UP 
 

Day 1: 17 April,  2023 Monday  

08.30-09.15 Registration 

Inaugural Session  

09.15-10.00 

Opening of MACS 2023 - Sustainable AgriFood Systems for Healthy  

People and Planet  

 
Opening Remarks -MACS Chair India 

Statements from G-20 Troika- Indonesia and Brazil 

Address by Hon'ble Union Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Minister, Govt of 

India (Shri Narendra Singh Tomar)- (TBC) 

Address by (Genl) V.K.Singh, Honõble MOS (Transport and Civil Aviation) 

Adoption  of  Agenda  (To be introduced  by Chair) 

(Session-1) 

10.00-1300 

Food Security  &  Nutrition:  Role of  Science, Technology  and Innovations  

11.20-11.45 Coffee  Break 

13.00-14.00 Lunch Break 

Session-2 

14.00-16.30 

Resilient  Agri -Food Systems (One Health  and Climate  Resilience) 

15.00-15.30 Coffee  Break 

16.30 Conclusion of Day-1 Program 

17.00-19.45 Excursion for Ganga Aarti via Cruise- From Hotel Taj Ganges 

19.45-21.30 Welcome Dinner with Live Classic Instrumental Music - Taj Ganges 

21.30 Transfer to Hotels 
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Main Event Dates 

17-19th April 2023 

Delegates are requested to 
arrive on 16th and schedule 

departures not before 20th April 
2023. 

 
 

Main Event Venue 

 
Hotel Taj Ganges, 

Varanasi (UP) 

 

 
Program 

 

Kindly note that this is an in- 

person meeting. 



 

 

Day -2- 18th  April  2023 (Tuesday) 

Session-3 

09.00-1100 

Digital  Agriculture  and Sustainable  Agr i Value Chain 

10.30-11.00 Coffee  Break 

Session-4 

11.00-13.00 

Public  Private  Partnership  in  Agriculture  R&D : Perspectives from  

Developed  and Developing Countries  

13.00-14.00 Lunch Break 

14.00-16.15 Discussion on MACS 2023 Communique  

Only  G-20 Member  States to  participate  

15.00-15.30 Coffee Break 

16.15-16.30 Statements by Incoming Presidency-Brazil 

Statement by G-20 MACS Chair -India 

17.00-19.30 Excursion to Sarnath (Visit to ASI Museum and Light and Sound show at Budha 

Stupa ) 

19.30-21.00 Cultural  Programme  and Gala Dinner  at Budha  Garden, Sarnath  

21.00 Transfer to Hotels 

Day-3, 19 April  2023 Wednesday  

09.30-13.00 Discussion and Finalization of the MACS 2023 Communiqué 

11.00-11.30 Coffee Break 

13.00-1400 Lunch Break 

14.00-17.00 Visit to Trade Facilitation Centre (TFC), Varanasi 

17.30-19.30 Return to Hotel and free time 

19.30-21.30 Farewell Dinner with Live Classic Instrumental Music at Taj Ganges 

21.30 Transfer to Hotels 

20th  April  2023 Thursday  

Morning/Evening  Departure of delegates to their respective destinations 

 

*The agenda is tentative and in case of any change subsequently, the same shall be informed in due 
course to the G20 delegates/updated on MACS 2023 Website. 
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Departure of the Delegates as per convenience 
 

ü Detailed information of program will be shared in due course. 
 

ü Intervention time during sessions and other details/updates will be conveyed subsequently. 
 

ü Invitee countries and International Organizations will be provided an opportunity to 

make interventions in certain specific sessions. Details shall be communicated in due course. 
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3. ACCREDITATION OF PARTICIPANTS 



 

 

All delegates attending  the G20 MACS Meeting in Varanasi must be accredited.  

 
Delegate Accreditation  Officer  (DAO) 

 
A Delegate Accreditation Officer (DAO) is required to be nominated by the respective G20  
member country,  guest country  or international  organization who will  coordinate  the 
registration  process of the participating delegates.  

 
The DAO is required  to submit  the following  details  by email  to G 20 MACS Secretariat  ( 
macs2023@g20.in)  latest  by 20 th  March 2023 to complete  the registration  and accreditation  
of the delegates. 

 
Å DAO Name 

Å DAO Email ID 

Å Name of Country or International  Organization 

Å Name of Working Group (As per calendar) 

 
The delegate registration link will be emailed by the G20 MACS Secretariat to the DAO to 
complete  the registration  and accreditation  of the delegates. 

 
All delegates should be accredited n o later than 25 th  March 2023 . Please note that on -site 

accreditation  will  not be offered.  
 

Delegates should direct  all  queries relating  to accreditation  to their  respective DAO. 

 
Delegation Contact Officer  (DCO) 

 
Each delegation is requested to appoint a D elegation Contact Officer (DCO) among the  

accredited delegates. The DCO should be present at the meeting and will be the first point of  

contact for the G20 Secretariat and the Delegation Liaison  Officers for  any administrative  

or logistical  requirements  that may arise. The DCOõs name and contact number must be 

provided to  the G20 M A C S Secretariat by  the DAO, when registering delegates. Access to 

the main conference venue will  only be granted to:  

 

Role G20 
Members 

Invitee  
Countries  

International  
Organizati ons 

Heads of Delegation (HOD) 1 1 1 

Delegates to Main Hall (in addition  to 
HOD) 

1 1 1 

Delegates to Viewing Room 2 1 1 

Total  4 3 3 

*Maximum size of the delegation  for  member countries is 4 
*Maximum size of the delegation  for  invitee  countries & interna tional  organisations is 
three  
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Delegation Liaison Officer  (DLO) 

A delegation liaison officer (DLO) from the G20 MACS Secretariat will be assigned to each 

delegation for  the duration  of the meeting.  The DLO will  welcome the Leader of delegation  

and accompanying delegates upon arrival at the airport and assist them upon departure. The  DLO 

will also collect the delegation kits, passes and badges in advance of the meeting and hand  it 

over to the delegation members. DLOs will make initial contact with each  delegationõs DCO. DLOs 

contact  details  will  be shared with  each delegation  prior  to the meeting.  
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4. MEDIA & COMMUNICATION 



 

 

  
  

   
  

 

 
 
 

The proceedings of the G20 Meetings are confidential;  as such media coverage of G20 

meeting proceedings is prohibited.  

However, accredited  media will  be allowed outside the meeting venue. Information  regarding 

 media accreditation  will  be sent separately.  

The Indian Presidency will  publish the official  documentation and  statements on the G20 

Official  platforms  which include:  

Official  G20 Channels: 

¶ Website: 

www.g20.org 

¶ Twitter:  @g20org 

¶ Instagram: g20org 

¶ Agriculture  India Twitter - @AgriGoI 
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5. VISA REQUIREMENTS 



 

 

  
  

   
  

 
 

VISA REQUIREMENT 

1. The Government of India has bilateral Visa Waiver Agreements for holders of Diplomatic 

/Official/Service Passports with 19 G-20 Member States/Invitee Countries (Argentina, Australia, 

Brazil, China, Canada, France, Germany, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, South Korea, Mexico, Russia, South 

Africa, Saudi Arabia, Turkiye, United Kingdom, United States, European Union, Bangladesh, Egypt, 

Mauritius, Oman, United Arab Emirates, Singapore, and Spain). The details can be found at 

https://mea.gov.in/bvwa.htm 

2. Delegates holding Diplomatic/Official Passports of countries with whom India does not have a Visa 

Waiver Agreement may apply for a regular/paper Conference Visa with multiple entries at 

https://indianvisaonline.gov.in. 

3. Visa including e-visa on a gratis basis will be given to all registered/accredited members of official 

delegations (including ordinary passport holders) for all Sherpa Track and Finance Track Meetings/ 

Ministerial/Working Group/ Engagement Groups meetings /  Side Events and G-20 Summit, and their 

accompanying spouses. 

4. It may please be noted that the e-Visa facility is not available for those holding 

Diplomatic/Official/Service/International Travel Documents like UNLP. Therefore, delegates from 

UN/International Organizations holding Diplomatic/Official Passport or United Nations Laissez- 

Passer may apply for regular/paper Conference Visas at https://indianvisaonline.gov.in 

5. Once the accreditation is complete, the delegates may submit a visa application along with a copy 

of the accreditation letter or a Note Verbale from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs/Authorities from 

their Government, to the Indian High Commission/ Embassy/Consulate for affixing the appropriate 

Indian visa. 

6. All delegates holding Ordinary Passports from eligible countries under the e-visa regime can apply 

for e-Conference Visas (electronic Visa) at https://indianvisaonline.gov.in 

7. Any OCI (Overseas Citizens of India) Cardholders attending G20 Meetings as a delegate shall be 

required to obtain the prior permission of the Ministry of Home Affairs, India 

(https://ociservices.gov.in ) to attend G-20 events. They would be required to upload mandatorily 

their accreditation letter issued by the G-20 Secretariat while seeking permission from the Ministry 

of Home Affairs, India at https://ociservices.gov.in 
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8. For the delegates/participants travelling on e-Conference Visa, the Biometric details of the 

delegate/participant will be mandatorily captured at Immigration on arrival in India. 

9. All delegates are to ensure that their passports have at least six months of validity and a minimum 

of two blank passport pages for validation. 
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6. HEALTH REQUIREMENTS 




































